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Medical Librarianship. Michael Carmel (ed) pp 359 £12 (£6.40 paperback) London: Library Association 1981 This book fills a long felt need for a British handbook on the subject and it should take its place alongside the publications of Leslie Morton on the shelves of the practising medical librarian; it is to be hoped it will also be read by others concerned with the administration or control of medical libraries.
Chapters vary with the needs of specific subjects, from the sound good sense and wide experience in 'The Enquiry Service' and 'Audiovisual stock and services', through the almost check-list format of the chapter on planning, to the more speculative contribution on information networks. The new entrant to the field will find the introductory chapters on medical education and NHS organization very useful background reading. Anne Wilkin's paper demonstrates that while much is being done to tackle the problems of information transfer in the medical and scientific field much remains to be achieved.
Though most aspects of medical Iibrarianship are covered, I was disappointed at the absence of the history of medicine. The only nod in the direction of the older literature was a Homeric one when the impression was given that the New England Journal of Medicine marked the beginning of primary medical journal publishing in 1812 and that Index Medicus (1879) marked the beginning of medical bibliography.
There is no mention of Springer handbooks as a category of material in the chapter on books, but this omission serves perhaps to emphasize that 'Medical Librarianship' does not aim to be a guide to the literature; that function is performed by other publications which this work will complement. Some chapters will require regular updating and it is hoped that further editions will appear in due course. I would urge the editor to ensure that the 2nd edition has an index worthy of the contributions in the book. If space is at a premium some could be saved by banning the use of 'op, cit.' as a reference. 
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